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Come to HACES TOMORROW, Friday from 10 AM to 1 PM, for our
Bookbag Giveaway! Get to know your community resources and receive a

free backpack with school supplies!

LEARN MORE

HACES' Parent Mentor
Program Empowers

Families

Support Your Community DONATE

Parent Mentors (PM) play a crucial role in reducing ongoing disparities in their own

children's schools by volunteering in classrooms for two hours a day over the course of

a semester. Parent mentors also participate in weekly professional development

sessions focused on instructional practices, leadership, and career opportunities.

Parent mentors support each other to pursue their goals and foster unity both within

and outside the school community to achieve lasting change. HACES is part of a

network of community organizations receiving coaching and mentoring from the

Parent Engagement Institute, which builds the capacity of community organizations to

replicate the Parent Mentor Program (PMP) Model. 

 
 

Facts about the Parent Mentor Program at HACES:

 

What kind of professional development
opportunities did the HACES Parent Mentors

receive?

During the 2023-2024 school year, HACES partnered with several organizations in

Lake County and beyond to provide professional development training as well as

valuable resources to the HACES Parent Mentor cohort. Through these partnerships,

parent mentors were empowered to seek out the services they may be in need of, while

also receiving training sessions on important topics including but not limited to: mental

health, preventative health and wellbeing, financial literacy, community organizing,

career and education advancement opportunities, and more.

Mano a Mano Community Health Workers

Help at Home

Community Organizing and Family Issues (COFI)

Thank you to United Way of Lake County, Lake County Workforce Development, Mano

a Mano Family Resource Center, Job Center of Lake County, College of Lake County

Lakeshore Campus, Help at Home, Community Organizing and Family Issues (COFI),

and BMO Bank for supporting and championing the Parent Mentor Program! 

 

When asked how the program impacted their lives, this is what Parent Mentors had to

say: 

 

BECOME A PARENT MENTOR

 

Meet the Team!

Irma Wheeler Cisneros has been a Parent Mentor Coordinator since August 2023.

Her favorite part about being a Parent Mentor Coordinator is being able to support

local schools and fellow community members. Irma also finds that helping Parent

Mentors achieve their goals helps her feel empowered and gain new perspectives. 

Itzel Martinez has been a Parent Mentor Coordinator for 1 year. Her favorite aspect of

the role is that she has the opportunity to help parents like herself reach their full

potential. She feels a great sense of satisfaction when the parents she supports are

able to achieve their personal goals. 

Adriana Ocampo has been a Parent Mentor Coordinator for 4 months and counting!

Her favorite part about being a Parent Mentor Coordinator is supporting the Parent

Mentors to pursue their goals, become leaders in their communities, and knowing that

teachers and students are getting the support they need within the classrooms. 

Angelica Castrejon has been a Parent Mentor Coordinator since 2017. Her favorite

part about being a Parent Mentor Coordinator is providing training to the Parent

Mentors, where she feels like a fish in water. Angelica enjoys energizing participants

with hands-on activities and providing a welcoming space where Parent Mentors can

become more knowledgeable and engaged in their children’s lives. 

Claudia Rosiles has been working at HACES as a Parent Mentor Coordinator for

approximately 2.5 years. Her favorite part about being a Parent Mentor Coordinator is

the rewarding experience of meeting new people and making a difference in the

community by supporting parents and students.

Maria Guadalupe Gallegos has been a Parent Mentor Coordinator since 2020. She

had been volunteering at her children's school, and was recommended by the principal

to be hired as a Parent Mentor Coordinator.  Maria’s favorite part about being a Parent

Mentor Coordinator is that she is able to help others while being part of a movement

she truly believes in. 

Ivette Martinez has been the Parent Mentor Program Manager at HACES since

September 2023. Ivette is a former elementary school teacher who taught for three

years in Illinois and Wisconsin schools. Transitioning from teaching, Ivette embarked

on a path of community advocacy and organizing. Whether collaborating with local

schools or community based organizations, Ivette continues to drive positive change

and foster inclusive, informed communities. 

 

What's next for the Parent Mentor Program at
HACES?

During the upcoming 2024-2025 school year, HACES hopes to expand the Parent

Mentor program to include a 7th elementary school. Apart from broadening the

current capacity of the PMP, HACES will continue to foster partnerships with local

organizations to provide Parent Mentors with the skills and resources they need to lead

fulfilled lives. As part of the Parent Mentor Program model, HACES will be focusing on

organizing community-based advocacy work, community projects, and developing

parent leadership skills. Ultimately, the goal is to provide coaching for parent leaders to

organize around projects and issues that hold significance for them and their

communities.

Are you interested in being a Parent Mentor during the 2024-2025 school year? Are

you ready to join a transformative movement while also becoming more involved in

your children’s education? Click the button below to fill out our 2024-2025 Parent

Mentor Program Interest Form! 
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Help us Help More People!

 

We appeal to everyone who supports our mission, like you, to help us to do more by

donating to our cause. Please check out what´s new on our website at

https://haces.org/donate/ and give what you can. We appreciate it and so does the

community we serve!

DONATE

 

Upcoming Events
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